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THE RISE OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH IN THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA. 

By ARTHUR S. BROWNE. 
(Read before the Society, March 14, 1905.) 

The century in which the English colonized America 
witnessed the final ascendancy of Protestantism over 
Roman Catholicism in England. During the reign of 
Elizabeth England was apparently definitely committed 
to the Protestant religion, but the unhappy divisions 
of those united only in opposition to Rome, almost de- 
stroyed the results of the Reformation under the reign 
of the House of Stuart. The conflicts between Episco- 
palians, Presbyterians and Independents, between Cav- 
aliers and Roundheads, drove Charles the First to the 
block, placed Cromwell in the seat of kings, and only 
when all sides were exhausted was the Stuart dynasty 
restored. The truce between the warring factions of 
Protestantism was the opportunity of Rome. A Bene- 
dictine monk administered the last sacraments to 
Charles the Second, and it took the tyranny of the big- 
oted and fanatical James the Second, coupled with his 
open adherence to the Papacy, to arouse Protestant 
England to rebellion. Under the wise conduct of that 
great prince and statesman, William of Orange, relig- 
ious toleration was established, and Great Britain was 
definitely won for Protestantism when Marlborough, 
on the field of Blenheim, defeated the allied armies of 
Bavaria and France. 

These great events, which fixed the principle of re- 
ligious liberty in England and northern Europe and 
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destroyed the last vestiges of feudalism, also estab- 
lished the Church of England in the colony of Maryland. 

Into Maryland alone, of all the English colonies, were 
transplanted the religious dissensions which deter- 
mined the course of events in England during the sev- 
enteenth century. In New England the Puritans, in 
Vinginia the Churchmen, were too dominant for the 
creation of political parties divided by religious views. 
To Maryland alone came Roman Catholics, Church- 
men and Independents, who brought with them the con- 
flicting sentiments which divided the parties at home. 

I shall not dwell upon the first settlements in Mary- 
land under the Roman Catholics, Lord Baltimore, nor 
upon the strife between the Puritans and Roman Cath- 
olics, which resulted in the promulgation of the Relig- 
ious Toleration Act in 1649, under Cecilius Calvert, 
who thereby saved his charter from cancellation by 
Cromwell, but will pass at once to the events that led 
to the act of June 6, 1692, which made the Church of 
England the established church in the province of 
Maryland, although at that time there were but four 
clergymen of the Church of England in the province. 

Although the Calverts were an English family, their 
peerage was Irish, and Ireland alone remained loyal to 
James after the rebellion which seated William and 
Mary upon the English throne. The ensuing war in 
Ireland, which ended in the defeat of James and his 
French allies at the Boyne, suflSced to render the gov- 
ernment suspicious of everything Irish. England was 
full of plots and conspiracies, having in view the res- 
toration of James and of Roman Catholicism, and Wil- 
liam narrowly escaped assassination. When public 
feeling was at its highest with suspicions against all 
things of Jacobite, Irish, French or Romanish origin, 
the report came that in Maryland there was a plot be- 
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tween the Roman Catholics, the French and the Indians 
to massacre all the Protestants in the colony. History 
now knows that this was an idle canard, but the preva- 
lent sentiment in England was such as to render such 
a story credible. As the result the charter to Lord 
Baltimore was revoked ; his powers in Maryland were 
taken away, and it was converted from a proprietary 
into a crown province. The first royal governor was 
Lyonel Copley. An assembly was brought together 
under such conditions as to insure its Protestant char- 
acter. Its first act was to recognize William and Mary, 
and its second was ^^ An act for the service of Almighty 
God, and the establishment of the Protestant religion 
in this province." This act made the Church of Eng- 
land the established and oflBcial church of the colony. 
Under its provisions a tax of tobacco was levied upon 
every poll in the colony for the support of the estab- 
lished church, and commissioners were appointed in 
each county for the purpose of dividing it into parishes. 
Under this act the entire colony was divided into thirty 
parishes. St. Mary's county was divided into two par- 
ishes, Calvert into four, and Charles into four. At 
that time Charles county included what is now Prince 
George's county (excepting a small portion then belong- 
ing to Calvert), the District of Columbia, Montgomery 
county, and all the territory lying north and west of 
Montgomery. The influence of English politics is 
shown in the nomenclature given to parishes and places 
at that time, exhibiting the loyalty of the dominant 
element in the colony to the prevailing sentiment in 
England. The two parishes into which St. Mary's 
county was divided were called ^* William & Mary" 
and ^^King and Queen." Charles county had a ^* Wil- 
liam & Mary" parish, and in 1704 ^' Queen Anne's" 
parish was created. When in 1695 a new county was 
5 
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created from parts of Calvert and Charles it was named 
*^ Prince George's,'' after the heir presumptive of the 
British throne, the young Prince George, eldest son of 
Anne, afterward Queen, and the principal town of 
Prince George's county was named after the victor of 
Blenheim. 

Of the four parishes created in Charles county in 
1692 the one upon which our present interest centers is 
Piscataway parish, since within its bounds was the 
present territory of the District of Columbia. The 
limits of Piscataway parish at its organization were 
defined by the Charles county commissioners as follows : 

** Beginning at the mouth of the Mattawoman Creek on the 
Patowmack & running up said Creek, & the Branch thereof, 
to the utmost limits of the County, & thence running with the 
County line to the line of the Province separating it from 
Pennsylvania, thence Westward with that line to the Patow- 
mack River, and down that river to the mouth of the Matta- 
woman Creek, its beginning'' (Liber R, folio 457, Charles 
County Records). 

Mattawoman creek flows into the Potomac river below 
Indian Head, and the parish included substantially all 
of the territory of the colony north of this creek and 
west of the Patuxent river. 

The first record of Piscataway parish reads as fol- 
lows: 

**By a Sufficient Power and Lawful authority the Inhabit- 
ants of Piscataway Parrish having matte att the House of 
John Addison Esq^ in the said Parish and elected and chosen 
the said John Addison foreman; Mr. William Hatton, Mr. 
William Hutchison, Mr. William Tannehill, Mr. John Emett 
and Mr. John Smallwell to be Vestry men for the said Parrish 
It was appointed that the said Vestry should meet the 30th 
Day of January and accordingly the said Vestry Did meet the 
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30th of January 1693 and Proceeded to act and make the 
orders Following 

** Order that the forty p pole Be paid to John Addison Esq^ 
and Mr. William Hutchison and they to surply Carpanters 
for Building of a Church 

**And Further ordered that John Addison Esq"^ & Mr. 
William Hutchison Buy a Parcell of land att Broad Creek 
for ye use of ye Church. ' ' 

The residence of John Addison, at which this first 
parish meeting was held, was the historic Oxon Hall, 
on the Maryland heights overlooking Alexandria, Va. 
In accordance with the action taken at this first meet- 
ing, a church was built near the mouth of Broad creek, 
which flows into the Potomac below Fort Foote. The 
church at this point, popularly known as ' ' Broad Creek 
Church,'' but officially as '*St. John's," is still the 
parish church, although the present edifice of brick is 
not the original edifice built in 1695. 

Rev. George Tubman became the first minister of 
the parish on July 29, 1696. 

The height of religious controversy at that time is 
illustrated by the oaths and tests which each member 
of the vestry was obliged by law to subscribe. These 
are as follows : 

'*0ATH OF ALEGEANCE AND SUPREMASEE 

**I A B Doe Promise and swear that I will Be Faithfull 
and Bear true Allegance to his Mags*® King William soe Help 
me God. 

*'I A B Doe Swear that I Doe abhor Detest and abjure as 
Impious and Hereteeal the Doctrine and Possitione that 
Princes Excommunicated or Deprived By the pope or any 
Authoritie of the Sea of Roome may Be Deposed or murthered 
By their subjects or any other whatsoever And I Doe Declare 
that noe foraigne Potentate hath or ought to have any Juris- 
dictione Power Superioritie Prehemenancy or Authoritie 
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Ecclesiasticall or Civill Within the Kingdom of England or 
Dominions thereto Belonging 

^^8oe help me Gad 

**THE TEST 

''We the undersubscribers Doe hereby Declare that we Doe 
nott Believe that there is any Transesubstantiatione Or Eeall 
Presance of the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ, 
in ye EUements of Bread and Wine att Before or After the 
Consecration thereof. ' ' 

Rev. Mr. Tubman remained miliister of the parish 
until his death, in 1701, and he was succeeded by Rev. 
Robert Owen some time in 1702. Mr. Owen evidently 
continued with the parish but a short time, because 
upon August 19, 1704, occurs the following minute: 

**This parrish Being all to Gether Destitute of a minister 
Wee the Vestry of the Said parrish Humbly Prayes yo^ 
Excel^y Would pmit us to Imploy Mr. Hukford Leman to 
Read Devine Sarvice &c. . . . and that Wee may Sequester 
part of ye 40 pounds of tobacco p pole to Sattisfie him for 
that Sarvice. Soe praying for yo^ Excelency's Long Life 
and happiness We take Leave to Subscribe our Selves your 
Exce^^ys,'* 

and this prayer was granted by the governor and coun- 
cil September 14, 1704. Mr. Hukford Leman, here 
named, was a layman. Rev. Mr. Owen, however, min- 
istered to the church after this up to 1710, as shown by 
the frequent payments to him of tobacco for services, 
under the order of the vestry. 

On June 23, 1710, the Rev. John Fraiser became 
rector of the parish, as shown by the following minute 
under that date : 

**This Day the Reverand John Fraiser presented to this 
Vestry ye folowing presentation w^^ was approved of by the 
Vestry and ordered to be Recorded and is as foloweth Viz;— 
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**By The Honourable Edw<^ Loyd Esq^ President of the Coun- 
cil of Maryland— 
**To the Gentlemen of Piseataway Parrish and all ye Parish- 
oners Send Greeting— 

** Whereas I am Directed by the right Eeverand and Right 
Honorble; The Lord Bishop of London Diocesian of this 
province ; to place ye reverand Mr. John Fraiser an orthodox 
Minister of ye Church of England in some Cure or parrish 
within this province I Doe hereby apoint ye Said John Fraiser 
to be and oficiat as Minister or Eector of and within the 
parrish of piseataway in prince Georges County and there- 
fore Doe: Hereby requ^e and Derect you to receive him as 
such and pay unto him the forty pounds of tobacco p pole 
according to Law given under my hand and Seal at the Town 
and port of Annapolis This 14th Day March in ye Eight of 
our Soveraigne Lady Ann Queen of Great Britain &c. De- 
fender of ye Faith anno Domi 1709 

*'Edw^ Loyd Esq/' 

This paper shows that the church in Maryland was 
then a mission under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of 
London, and it further shows that the livings then be- 
longed to the governor and council of the province, no 
vestry having the right to call a rector. 

The Rev. John Fraiser was a man of parts and piety, 
and his influence at once began to be felt. The church 
had evidently prospered, because in 1706 the vestry had 
contracted for the building of a new parish church at 
a cost of 50,000 pounds of tobacco for the carpenter 
work alone. Population increased, and with it the ne- 
cessity for church services in parts of the parish remote 
from the parish church. In the minutes of April 21, 
1712, appears the following : 

'* Ordered that The Rever** John Fraiser preach in the East 
Branch Hundred once in a month upon Sundays till ye next 
Vestry and to begin next Sabath day Come three weeks.'' 
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The Eastern Branch Hundred as it then stood in- 
cluded part of the present territory of the District of 
Columbia, and it was under the authority of this reso- 
lution that divine services were first held within the 
present territory of the District. 

At the next vestry meeting, held June 9, 1712, the 
following resolution was adopted on the same subject : 

'*Ord^ that ye Rev^ Jn^ Fraiser preach at the East Branch 
Church once a month upon Sundays Its farther ordered that 
the 5th of Novemb^ next itt shal be Debated in a full Vestry 
and put to the Vote Whether he be to Continue as above 
apointed or preach oftener in ye said East branch hundred." 

The work which was thus started prospered ; so much 
so that on September 18, 1719, a meeting of the inhabi- 
tants of the Eastern Branch and Rock Creek hundreds 
was called for the purpose of making choice of a proper 
place for a chapel and contributing toward building 
the same. At this meeting 4,350 pounds of tobacco and 
45 pounds in money were subscribed, and Col. John 
Bradford, who had been a member of the vestry since 
1712, wrote on the subscription paper : 

**Jolm Bradford, one hundred acres of land called * Gen- 
erosity/ whereon is timber for building said chapell and 
necessary houses for a gleab for the use of the present and 
future minister for which intent the said hundred acres of 
land is given forever." 

This donation fixed the choice for the new chapel, 
and it is this land which now constitutes the glebe and 
cemetery of Rock Creek parish, lying immediately 
north of Old Soldiers' Home. A frame chapel was 
soon built. The church was and is officially named 
^^St. Paul's," but has always been popularly called 
'^Rock Creek Church." The work under Rev. Mr. 
Fraiser so increased that in 1726 the Colonial Assem- 
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bly passed an act creating a new parish, which act was 
approved on July 25, 1726, on behalf of Lord Baltimore, 
the proprietary of the province. This act is as follows : 

*'an act for dividing part of ST. John's parish in prince 
George's county and for erecting part thereof into a 
new parish. 

*' Whereas it is Represented to this present General As- 
sembly by the Parishioners of St. John's Parish aforesaid that 
the said Parish is of too large an Extent to be served by one 
Minister; the said Parish being about Fourscore Miles in 
length and Twenty in breadth consisting of Thirteen hundred 
and thirty-six Taxables the Forty p pole whereof amounts to 
Fifty-three Thousand four hundred and forty pound of 
Tobacco besides Perquisites, and therefore the Said Parishion- 
ers of St. John's Parish aforesaid Humbly pray that the Said 
Parish might be Divided in manner following, viz* That 
Piscataway and New Scotland Hundreds containing Seven 
hundred and Ninety-one Taxables, which yield Thirty one 
thousand Six hundred and forty Pound of Tobacco p Annum 
besides Perquisites be hereafter taken and Reputed as the full 
Extent of St. Johns Parish aforesaid. And that the Eastern 
Branch, Rock Creek and Patomack hundreds containing about 
Five hundred and forty five Taxables, and yielding about 
Twenty-one thousand Eight hundred Pounds of Tobacco p 
Annum might be Erected into a New Parish. And whereas 
the Reverend Mr. John Eraser the present Incumbent of St. 
Johns Parish aforesaid, having had due Notice thereof and 
making no material objections against the passing of an Act 
above prayed. And forasmuch as the prayer of the Petition- 
ers aforesaid is thought Reasonable by this present General 
Assembly to be granted as prayed: Be it therefore Enacted 
by the Right Honorable the Lord Proprietary by and with 
the advice and consent of his Lordship's Governour and the 
Upper and lower houses of Assembly and the authority of the 
same, that from and after the fourth Tuesday in November 
next ensuing; The said Three Hundreds, (viz*) Eastern 
Branch, Rock Creek and Potomack from the mouth of the 
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Eastern Branch to the fork thereof, and so up with the North 
East Branch that makes the said Fork, unto the head thereof, 
thence continuing the Course of the said Branch by a Strait 
line till it Strike Patuxent, Shall be taken from St. Johns 
Parish aforesaid in Prince George's County aforesaid, and 
be Erected into a New Parish, and called by the Name of 
Prince Georges Parish, and not as part or parcel of the said St. 
Johns Parish aforesaid And the Boundaries aforesaid shall 
always be deem 'd taken and Reputed as the undoubted Bound- 
aries to divide the Parishes aforesaid and that the inhabitants 
of the said Prince Georges Parish Shall have and enjoy all 
Benefits Privileges Power and Authorities in every Respect 
equal with any Inhabitants of any other Parish within this 
Province heretofore had or may have; And further giving to 
the Several Freeholders of Prince Georges Parish aforesaid, at 
a Certain Day to be appointed by them ; full and ample Power 
to Elect and make Choice of the Number of Six Select Vestry 
Men at least and two Church Wardens and also to build and 
Found a church therein ; any Law, Statute, Usage or Custom, 
to the contrary Notwithstanding. 

*'And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid 
that it shall and may be lawful for the Justices of Prince 
Georges County, upon application to them made by the Vestry 
of Prince Georges Parish aforesaid, to Cause to be Levyed in 
such manner as the Publick and County Levies are Levied 
upon the Taxable Persons in the said Parish, so much Tobacco 
as will enable the said Parish to build a Church ; So that the 
said Sum, so to be Levied for that use, do not exceed the sum 
of Twenty Thousand pounds of Tobacco; any Law, Statute, 
Usage or Custom to the Contrary thereof Notwithstanding. 
''July 21st, 1726 ''July 25th, 1726 "July 21st, 1726 

"Read and As- "On behalf of "Read and As- 
sented to by the his Lordship the sented to by the 
Lower House of right Hon^^® the upper house of As- 
Assembly, and Lord Proprietary sembly, and Signed 
Signed by Order of this Province, I by Order 

"M.Jennifer will this be a law. "Geo. Plator, 
"CT. Lo. H/' "C. CalverI:." "CT. Up. Ho/' 
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As shown by this act, Maryland was then again a 
proprietary province, the charter having been restored 
to Charles Calvert, Lord Baltimore, by King George 
the First in 1715. 

This act indicates the extent of population at that 
time, the 1,336 taxables indicating a population of about 
7,000. It also appears from this act that the parent 
parish was then commonly called St. John's parish, 
after the name of the parish church at Broad Creek. 
The division line between the old and new parishes was 
the Eastern branch of the Potomac, thus dividing the 
present territory of the District of Columbia between 
the two parishes. The subsequent history, however, 
of the church in the District of Columbia for a period 
of three-quarters of a century is the history of the new 
parish, which, although officially called Prince George's 
parish, was popularly known as Eock Creek Church, as 
shown by the first minute of the new parish, which 
reads as follows : 

December 3d 1726. 

*'Then met the Freeholders of Prince Georges Parish at 
the Parish Church at Rock Creek, As is directed .by Act of 
Assembly to Choose Vestry Men, and other Parish Officers, 
And accordingly they made Choice of the Following Gentle- 
men to be Vestry Men: (viz*.) Mr. Nath. Wickham, Jun^; Mr. 
John Powell, Mr. James Holmead, Mr. John Flintt, Mr. Joseph 
Chew and Mr. John Pritchett, And for Church Wardens Mr. 
Caleb Lutton, and Mr. Wm. Harbin; and they Qualified 
themselves for their Places by taking the Several Oaths as the 
Act of Assembly directs for such Officers to take. After the 
Election was over the Gentlemen of the Vestry met, and made 
Choice of Will"^ Jackson for their Register, and appointed 
to meet again on Pryday the 16th December, 1726." 

The names of these first officers are well-known names 
in the District of Columbia. Mr. James Holmead, one 
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of the vestry, then owned the property which is now 
known as ^ * Holmead Manor, ' ' lying north of Columbia 
Heights, on a portion of which descendants still reside. 
Many descendants of James Holmead were vestrymen 
and wardens at Rock Creek Church, and one of his 
descendants, Alfred Holmead, became an Episcopal 
minister, and was, on August 27, 1836, elected rector 
of Rock Creek Church, but declined. 

This minute also shows that there was a church build- 
ing in the new parish, and that it stood on the hundred 
acres of ground given by Colonel Bradford in 1719 is 
shown by the next minute of the vestry, which is as 

follows : 

*'Fryday December the 16th, 1726 
* ' The gentlemen of the Vestry met according to appointment 
(all present) and agreed to allow Wm. Jackson Eight hun- 
dred pound of Tobacco p Annum for being Register, and like- 
wise ordered that a Letter should be forthwith sent to Mr. 
John Bradford desiring the favor of him to meet them at the 
Parish Church in the 3<^ day of January 172 V7 about the 
land the Parish Church stands on, to make it over/' 

Mr. John Bradford, here mentioned, was the son of 
Col. John Bradford, who died, without formally deed- 
ing the land subscribed by him, in 1719. This was sub- 
sequently done by his son and widow, who executed a 
deed for the property on August 27, 1730, and the prop- 
erty then deeded has since remained intact in the pos- 
session of the church. 

One of the privileges given by the charter to the lord 
proprietary of the province was the following : 

**And furthermore the patronages, and advowsons of all 
churches which (with the increasing worship and religion of 
Christ) within the said region, islands, islets and limits afore- 
said, hereafter shall happen to be built, together with license 
and faculty of erecting and founding churches, chapels, and 



Browne: Rise of Protestant Episcopal Church. 75 

places of worship, in convenient and suitable places, within 
the premises, and of causing the same to be dedicated and con- 
secrated according to the ecclesiastical laws of our kingdom 
of England, with all, and singular such, and as ample rights, 
jurisdictions, privileges, prerogatives, royalties, liberties, im- 
munities, and royal rights, and temporal franchises whatso- 
ever, as well as by sea as by land, within the region, islands, 
islets and limits aforesaid, to be had, exercised, used and en- 
joyed, as any bishop of Durham, within the bishoprick or 
county palatine of Durham, in our kingdom of England, ever 
heretofore hath had, held, used or enjoyed, or of right could, 
or ought to have, hold, use or enjoy." 

Under this charter authority the church livings be- 
longed to the lord proprietary, and the first rector of 
Rock Creek Church was inducted under this authority, 
as shown by the f ollovdng minute : 

'* Tuesday the 10th January 172^7 
**The Gentlemen of the Vestry met according to appoint- 
ment (all present) And Invested Mr. George Murdock as 
Rector of this Parish, he behaving himself well and doing 
his duty duly and truely, as an Incumbent ought to do. 

**his induction from his excellency to the gentlemen 

of the vestry. 
*' Maryland Ss^. 

** Charles Calvert Esq^: Governor of Maryland and Com- 
mander in Chief &c. 
**To the Gentlemen of the Vestry of Prince Georges Parish 

in Prince Georges County— 
** Greeting: 

** "Whereas the Reverend Mr. George Murdoch, an Orthodox 
Minister of the Church of England w^as sent and reccom- 
mended by the Lord Bishop of London and Diocesan of this 
Province to Officiate as such in Virginia or Maryland, I do 
therefore Eeccomend and appoint the said George Murdoch 
to be Rector of your Parish, and direct you to Receive him as 
Incumbent therof, and will you to be aiding and assisting to 
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him in all things becoming, to the end he may Receive the 
full benefit and Perquisites of his Office appertaining, to- 
gether with the fourty p Poll arising within the Parish afore- 
said. 

** Given at the City of Annapolis this 29th Day of December, 
in the thirteenth year of the Dominion of the Right Honorable 
Charles Lord Baron of Baltimore Absolute Lord Proprietor 
of the Province of Maryland and Avalon, &c. 

**Annoque Domini 1726, And in the Thirteenth Year of his 
Majesties Reigne. 

*^Cha Calvert/' 

Rev. George Murdoch remained rector of the parish 
for thirty-four years, until his death, on February 17, 
1761. A rectory was built on the glebe for his occu- 
pancy, so that he was the first clergyman to reside 
within the present limits of the District of Columbia. 
This rectory was destroyed by fire in the spring of 
1866. 

The parish early began the missionary efforts which 
have since characterized it. At the meeting held 
Easter Monday, April 23, 1727, the vestry consented 
that the rector should preach to the upper inhabitants 
of the parish every third Sunday at such convenient 
place as they might appoint. 

An item of interest is contained in the following 
minute : 

''Sunday the 28 May 1727. After Divine Service the 
Gentlemen of the Vestry met about Sending for Books for 
the Use of the Church. Mr. Jam^ Holmead offered to send 
for them if the Rest of the Gentlemen thought fit, and they 
accordingly accepted his offer and desired he should send for 
the following Books (viz*) one Large folio Church Bible, two 
Large folio Common Prayer Books, and he should be paid in 
Tobacco at 1 d p pound.'' 
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This shows the value of tobacco at that time. The 
Bible which was then purchased remained in contin- 
uous use until about twenty-five years ago. It is no^ 
kept as a relic in the auditorium of the church, pre- 
served in a glass case donated by Mrs. Minnie F. Bal- 
linger, whose ancestor, Thomas Willson, was one of the 
original subscribers of 1719. The purchase of two 
prayer books is significant. One was for the use of the 
minister, the other for the clerk, who sat below the 
pulpit and read the responses on behalf of the congre- 
gation. 

During the colonial period the vestries of parishes 
had numerous civil duties prescribed by law, and, in 
many ways, had the functions of the selectmen of a New 
England town. Their clerk or register kept all records 
of marriages, births, and funerals of the entire com- 
munity. One of their principal duties was to act as a 
court of morals, and the record of Rock Creek parish 
shows numerous instances of men and women being 
summoned and tried for immorality. The vestries 
were composed of the leading men of the community. 
For example, the act of June 6, 1751, appointed seven 
commissioners to establish the town of Georgetown, 
and of these, five were officers of Rock Creek parish, 
namely, John Claggett, John Needham, Samuel Ma- 
gruder, 3d, David Lynn and Josiah Bealle. 

In 1756 the Assembly of Maryland passed an act 
taxing all bachelors over the age of twenty-five to aid 
the French and Indian war, then in progress, and the 
duty was laid upon the parochial vestries to ascertain 
and certify such bachelors, with the value of their es- 
tates. The minute book of Rock Creek Church shows 
these annual lists for a number of years. That for 
1756 is as follows : 
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**July ye 20 1756 

*'a list of the bachelors in prince GEORGES PARISH AGED 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AND UPWARDS WITH THE PLACE OF ABODE 
& VALUE OF THE ESTATE OP EVERYONE &C. 

£ 

Hugh Riley on the draffts of Rock Creek 300 

Will'" Walies on Cap^ John 200 

Will*" Offut the 3d Near the Upper falls Potomaeke. 350 

Nath^^ Magrouder Inspector Rock Creek 350 

Rob* Peter in Georgetown 300 

Anthony Holmead near the mouth of R. C 1000 

Walter Eavins on the Eastern Branch 300 

Barton Lucas near the Eastern Branch 100 

James Colemore on the paint Branch 500 

William Needham at Widow Needham's 700 

Lodwick Davis near the head of Sinecor 300 

Robert Beall son of James on the North West 140 

Alex^ Beall Son of James on the North West 150 

James Brook Jun^ near James Brooks Mill 300 

Joseph Perrey near the North West 200 

John Riggs near Hailing River 100 

Zachariah Offut Near the great falls 100 

Robert Mundell in George Town 300 

Archibald Orme mouth of Rock Creek 300" 

In subsequent years appear the well-known names of 
William Queen and Charles Carroll, of *^ Turkey Buz- 
zard," the estate of Charles Carroll being rated at 
2,000 pounds. 

Tobacco was the currency of the province at this 
period, and the consequent stimulated production re- 
duced its price so as to seriously diminisji the revenues 
of the parishes and clergy. In an attempt to remedy 
this an act was passed in 1728 restricting the excessive 
production of tobacco, and the vestries were required to 
appoint counters for this purpose. In this connection 
appears the following minute : 
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*^May the 15th 1729. 

**The Gentlemen of the Vestry, and the Church Wardens 
of the Parish met, pursuant to an Act of Assembly, to Nomi- 
nate, and appoint Counters to Count Tobacco Hills, &c. in 
the Several Hundreds in this Parish. 

**And accordingly they Nominated and appointed, Mr. 
Thomas Fletchall, and Mr. Alexander Magruder to be 
Counters for Potomack and Minocezsy Hundreds. 

**And Likewise Mr. James Beall, and Mr. Nicholas Baker 
for the Eastern Branch Hundred. 

** And Mr. Thomas Lucas, and Mr. Thomas Lamar, for Rock 
Creek Hundred.'' 

The congregation continued to increase, and accord- 
ingly, on May 6, 1735, the vestry ordered a gallery 
built in the church. 

Some question was raised as to the validity of the 
orders of Rev. George Murdoch, and the minutes of 
July 4, 1738, contain the following item : 

** Likewise the Rev^ George Murdoch haveing by Accident 
his Ordination burned And haveing Sent to London for a 
Cirtificate of the sd. Ordination, this year it is Come in, as 
now may more fuller appeare by the Postscript of a Letter 
from Mr. Martin Smith Merch* in London (Viz) 

** March y« 3rd 1737 
** Inclosed you have a Cirtificate of your Ordination for 
which Deb^ you ten Shilings and Six pence (Viz) Secretary 
fee is Seven Shillings and Six pence and our Charges three 
Shilings we were oblidge to goe three or four times up to 
Whitehall before could get it w*^^ is as foloweth 

** These are to Certifie that the Reverend George Murdoch 
was Ordained Deacon By the Right Reverend Father in God 
Edmund Lord Bishop of London in the Cathedral Church 
of Sant Paul London on Sunday the twentieth day of Febru- 
ary in the year of our Lord 1724 and tliat the Said George 
Murdoch was also Ordained Priest By the Said Right Rev- 
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erend Father on the twenty ninth day of the same month in 
the Royal Chapel at St. James, in the presence of 

^'WhjLIAM Powlett 
'^ Notary pro public." 

During Rev. Mr. Murdoch's rectorship All Saints' 
parish was established by act of the Provincial Assem- 
bly on October 29, 1742. This materially reduced the 
area of Eock Creek or Prince George's parish, since 
Great Seneca creek, which flows into the Potomac about 
ten miles above the Great Falls, was made the dividing 
line between the old and new parishes. During the 
year of this division the parish assessment was paid on 
1,852 taxable persons, this indicating an increase of 
population in sixteen years of over 200 per cent. 

Prior to this, in 1738, two acres of land had been 
given by Mr. Thomas Willson for the building of a 
chapel, which was done the following year. This 
ground was located on the old Baltimore road, about 
one mile east of Rockville. This chapel continued in 
connection with the parish for many years and is now 
represented by Christ Church at Rockville, Maryland. 

The increase of parochial work necessitated clerical 
assistance, and during Rev. Mr. Murdoch's rectorship 
Rev. Moses Tabbs, Rev. Thomas Johnson, and Rev. 
Clement Brooke were successively curates. 

Concerning the two last named the following minute 
appears : 

*'Tusday December 4th 1759 

... At which time the Reverned Mr. Clement Brooke In- 
formed the Vestry that the Reverend Mr. George Murdock 
had Imployed him the said Brooke as his Currate to OfiSciate 
in his the Said Murdock 's Parrish. The Vestry not being 
fully Satisfied Concerning the Matter in Dispute between the 
Reverend Mr. Thomas Johnson and the Reven^ Mr. Clement 
Brooke Thought Proper to Adjorn to the Reverend Mr. George 
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Murdocks house on Saturday the Eighth Instant In Order to 
Take Moore fuller Instructions from him the Said Murdoek 
he being very Ancient and Incapible of Attending the Vestry. ' ' 

Rev. Mr. Murdoch was succeeded by Rev. Alexander 
Williamson, who was licensed as curate by Governor 
Sharpe February 23, 1761, and became rector the fol- 
lowing year. 

Rev. Dr. Ethan Allen, whose historical work in the 
diocese of Maryland is well known, states that Rev. 
Mr. Williamson resigned the parish in 1776 on account 
of the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, Rev. Mr. 
Williamson considering that his oath of fidelity to the 
Crown prevented him from serving the parish under 
the State Government. 

The records of the parish and other available his- 
torical material show that Rev. Mr. Williamson was 
beloved and respected by his congregation, was most 
earnest in his labors in extending the influence of the 
church, was zealous in the cause of education and re- 
ligion, and has left many monuments which endure to 
the present day. His encumbency was the golden age 
of the parish. At this time the parish owned its own 
tobacco warehouse in Georgetown, and Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liamson's report for the year 1767 shows that the in- 
come of the parish for that year was 363 pounds, 3 shil- 
lings and 4 pence. While he was rector he secured the 
building of a new parish church on the glebe to replace 
the prior wooden structure. On November 30, 1771, 
the Colonial Assembly passed an 

**Aet empowering the justices of Prince George's and 
Frederick Counties to levy on the taxable persons of Prince 
George's Parish in said Counties the sum of 96,000 pounds 
of tobacco for building a new parish church at or near the 
place where the old one now stands. ' ' 
6 
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The church thus authorized was completed in 1775 
and is the present brick structure. It was remodeled 
in 1868 to the extent of adding a recessed chancel on 
the north, removing the gallery, and lengthening the 
windows. Otherwise the building is now substantially 
the same as in 1775. 

Also, during Mr. Williamson's rectorship, land was 
procured for two missions in the parish, and chapels 
were built for the same near Paint branch and near 
Hawling's river. The chapels started by Mr. William- 
son have long since become independent parishes ; and 
it was due to Mr. Williamson's efforts that the first 
school was established within the limits of the parish, 
this being fairly considered as the beginning of the 
school system of the District of Columbia. In this con- 
nection I quote from the record as follows : 

**This Indenture made this Eleventh day of October In 
the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and 
Sixty four Between John Clagett of Frederick County and 
Province of Maryland of the one part Gentleman And The 
Reverend Mr. Alexander Williamson Rector of Prince Georges 
Parish in the County and Province aforesaid of the other part 
Witnesseth That the said John Clagett being sensible, how 
much necessity there is for having a Publick Schooll in the 
Parish aforesaid, for the Instritction of Youth; and one 
Corner of his land having been deemed Convenient for Erect- 
ing the said house upon; He therefore out of Sentiments of 
Tenderness and Regard for the rising Generation, Hath, given 
granted aliened inf eoifed and confirmed and by these presents 
doth freely and clearly give grant alien Infeoff and confirm 
unto the said Mr. Alexander Williamson and his Successors 
for the use of a Publick School for ever All that part of a 
Tract of Land being part of a Tract of Land called Clagetts 
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purchase lying in the Parish and County aforesaid (here fol- 
low the boundaries). 

**JoHN Clagett. 
** Signed Sealed and Delivered 
in the Presence of 
'*Chas. Jones 
** Andrew Heigh." 

It is to be noted, while this document refers to 
Frederick county, that at that time Montgomery county 
had not been created. Georgetown was then in Fred- 
erick county, and the boundary line between Frederick 
and Prince George's counties passed within a quarter 
of a mile of Eock Creek Church. 

During Rev. Mr. Williamson's incumbency the Rev. 
John Bowie and the Rev. Thomas Read were curates 
in the parish. 

Rev. Mr. Williamson erected and occupied the sub- 
stantial brick house now owned by Mr. George T. Dun- 
lop, president of the Capital Traction Company, which 
is located just north of Chevy Chase, this being about 
half way between the parish church and the chapel near 
Rockville. 

Rev. Mr. Williamson was succeeded by the Rev. 
Thomas Read, who became rector about 1777, and held 
the position for thirty-six years, resigning in 1813. 

During the Revolutionary War the church suffered 
and the building became dilapidated, its roof eventually 
falling in. Owing to the condition of the parish church, 
the Rev. Mr. Read rented the glebe for $75 a year, and 
took up his residence near Rockville, giving his main 
attention to the chapel near there. The Rev. Mr. Read 
was one of the prominent clergymen of the State, and 
was one of the organizers of the Maryland Convention 
and of the present system of church government which 
is still in force in the diocese of Maryland as well as in 
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the diocese of Washington. He was a member of the 
standing committee of the diocese of Maryland contin- 
uously from 1791 to 1804, and at least on one occasion 
was president of the convention during the absence of 
Bishop Claggett. From all accounts, however, the 
parish church owes but little to Rev. Mr. Eead. He 
appears to have neglected it, rarely going there, mainly 
confining his ministrations to the chapels of the parish. 

During the rectorship of Rev. Mr. Read the city of 
Washington was established, and this was followed by 
the creation of Washington parish by act of the Assem- 
bly of the State of Maryland on December 26, 1794. 
The parish church of Washington parish is Christ 
Church, near the Navy Yard. 

In 1796 a congregation started St. John 's Church, in 
Georgetown. A church building was begun shortly 
after, but Georgetown parish was not legally organized 
until 1809. 

In 1800 the present territory of the District of Co- 
lumbia was included in three parishes. All that part 
south and east of the Anacostia river was in Piscat- 
away parish, Washington and Georgetown were in 
Washington parish, and the remainder was in Rock 
Creek or Prince George's parish. In, addition, there 
was the separate congregation of St. John's Church, in 
Georgetown, not yet erected into a parish. The inhab- 
itants of the portion of the District of Columbia living 
east of the Anacostia river and belonging to Piscataway 
parish were not obliged to go way down to the parish 
church at Broad creek, because there was a nearer 
chapel of ease in Piscataway parish, which had been 
built under authority of the act of assembly of June 4, 
1744. This was a brick chapel, commonly called ^* Ad- 
dison's Chapel," but more correctly, ^'St. Matthew's 
Chapel." This chapel is located in Maryland, on the 
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road between Bladensburg and Seat Pleasant, about a 
half mile from the eastern comer of the District of 
Columbia. This brick chapel was certainly completed 
before June 11, 1748, on which date an act of the Colo- 
nial Assembly was passed confirming the title to the 
property and reciting the existence of a brick chapel. 

Rev. Mr. A. T. McCormick was the first rector of 
Washington parish, and Dr. Walter Dulaney Addison 
was the first rector of Georgetown parish. Dr. Addi- 
son was a descendant of Mr. John Addison, in whose 
house was held, on January 30, 1693, the first vestry 
meeting of Piscataway parish. 

Since the Maryland vestry act of 1798 the creation of 
new parishes has been vested in the diocesan conven- 
tion, and the history of the organization of the other 
Episcopal churches in the District is to be found in the 
journals of the diocese of Maryland, until the creation 
of the diocese of Washington, in 1895, and since then 
in the journals of the latter diocese. 

At present there are twenty-eight parishes wholly or 
partly in the District of Columbia, which, with the dates 
of their organization, are as follows : 

Piscataway (now King George) 1692 

Rock Creek 1726 

Washington (Christ Church) 1794 

Georgetown (St. John's) 1809 

St. Matthew's 1811 

St. John's (Washington) 1816 

Christ Church (Georgetown) 1818 

Trinity 1827 

Epiphany 1844 

Ascension 1845 

Grace Church (Washington) 1852 

St. Alban's 1855 

St. Andrew's 1858 
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Grace (Georgetown) 1866 

St. PauPs 1868 

Incarnation 1868 

St. Mark's 1869 

Anacostia 1869 

St. James 1873 

St. Luke's 1873 

St. Thomas 1891 

St. Stephen's 1892 

St. Michael and All Angels 1893 

Takoma 1896 

St. Margaret's 1897 

Brookland 1897 

Advent 1900 

Chevy Chase 1903 

These dates are those of legal organization. In 
many instances the congregation existed several years 
earlier. For example, St. Stephen's was a chapel of 
Rock Creek parish for eight years before it became an 
independent parish. The parish churches of all but 
three (Piscataway, St. Matthew's and Chevy Chase) of 
these parishes are in the District of Columbia. In addi- 
tion to these twenty-eight parishes there are eight 
chapels under the direct supervision of the bishop of 
the diocese and six parochial chapels, each of these 
fourteen chapels having its own congregation. 

The chapels under the jurisdiction of the bishop are 
as follows : 

^'AU Saints. 

^* Calvary. 

*^ Esther. 

''Good Shepherd. 

''Nativity. 

"St. Barnabas. 

"St. Monica. 

"St. Philip the Evangelist.'' 
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The parochial chapels are : 

** Epiphany (in Epiphany parish). 

** Holy' Comforter (in Rock Creek parish). 

'*St. Alban's (in St. Alban's parish). 

**St. Agnes' (in Trinity parish). 

**St. Mary's (in St. John's parish). 

**St. Matthew's (in Washington parish)." 

The single congregation of colonial days has hence 
increased to thirty-nine congregations in 1905. 

At the 'time of the last diocesan convention, in May, 
1904, there were 62 clergymen residing in the District 
of Columbia, and 13,475 communicants. 



